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Southfields—Club Meetings 2019  

 

TUESDAY EVENINGS AT 7.30 PM  
Southfields Community Centre 

 

Farmhill Road, Southfields, Northampton, NN3 5DS 
 

Next mee ngs:  
   

   11th & 25th June, 9th & 23rd July 
6th & 20th  August, 3rd & 17th September 

2nd, 15th & 29th October 
 

Some of these Tuesdays we may be at the pond instead if we 
get nice weather. 

Club Sailing Water 
The Club’s local sailing water is a pond within Whites Nurseries 
Ltd., Clay Lane, Earls Barton, NORTHAMPTON, NN6 0EP. 
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Welcome to the Summer edition of Spinnaker. 
 
Since the last edition the Club has been active 
at such venues as Kelmarsh, Knightcote and 
Wicksteed Park. 
 

In this issue we pay tribute to one of our non local members 
Dave Bardrick who has passed away. This tribute has been 
written by John Price, now himself a non local member. 
 

Colin 

From the Bridge 

Earls Barton Pond Access 
 
 

If you change your mobile phone number then remember to 
give the new number to Andy or Ian. They will then inform 
the security people at Whites Farm so their database is 
updated.  
 
If a dialled number is not in their database then 
the gates will not open to give you access.  
 
Also you must set your mobile phone to transmit 
its number on making a call. Some phone settings 
have the option to disable this function. 
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David Bardrick 
It is a singular feeling of loss when 
someone whom you seldom see but are so 
fond of, is taken from you. Such is my 
feeling on hearing that Dave Bardrick has 
passed on, the victim of a heart attack. 
Dave would travel from afar to as many of 
our events as he could, but he was a 
regular, every August Bank Holiday, at 
Earls Barton. As customary as the 
swallows swooping over our heads right 
now, Dave and his family would always 
arrive. A little older, more grey hair, more 
wrinkles but with that unmistakable, open, 
genuine smile. 
Given the distances that Dave travelled 
and the long standing nature of his membership of our club, 
I do not think I do anyone a disservice by describing him as 
amongst our most loyal members. As Club Treasurer, Dave 
would always seek me out – paying his subscriptions early to 
secure next years membership. 
It never occurred to me until now to ponder on why Dave 
and his family chose to remain members for so long. The 
only answer I can conceive is that they enjoyed our 
company. I like to take that as a compliment to us all, and 
not one to take lightly. 
Sadly, Dave was the only driver in the family. It is unlikely 
that we will see his wife and kids for a while. Whilst grief is 
an unaccountably variable thing, all of us meeting it 
differently, I’m sure they will miss their outings. Similarly I 
am sure their absence, where we have got used to them 
being there, will leave a void. I am sure that void will endure 
as will the warm memories. 
Finally from one far flung member of the club to another, I 
wish Dave’s family all the best. I’m sure you do too. 
John Price 

Dave at last years 
Transport Festival at 
Earls Barton 
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Voltage Regulator    by Colin Tarry 
 

I stated in the last newsletter that I would do an article on 
building a voltage regulator. On line you can buy them for 
one or two pounds. You would have to spend at least that 
amount buying all the components; then on top of that 
there is the time putting it all together. Basically its not 
worth building your own. The two examples illustrated here 
I purchased from a model railway exhibition a couple of 
weeks ago. They can be purchased from : Layouts4U, 
36 Elwyndene Road, March, Cambridgeshire, PE15 9BL 

www.layouts4u.net 
 

 This example is a fully adjustable 
step down module . 
Input voltage 3vdc—40vdc 
Output voltage  1.3vdc—35vdc 
Output current 2Amps max 
Its is factory with an output of 3 vdc 
Cost £4.00 
45mm (l) x 23mm (w) x 15mm (d) 

This example is a fully adjustable 
step down module . 
Input voltage 3vdc—40vdc 
(Min input 1.5vdc) 
Output voltage  1.3vdc—35vdc 
Output current 2Amps max 
Its is factory with an output of 3 vdc 
Cost £7.50 
62mm (l) x 35mm (w) x 15mm (d) 

This model has a LED display to 
show both the input and output 
voltages. These are shown by 
pressing either in or out buttons on 
the unit. It comes with full 
instructions. 
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Some of the Club’s 
boats in action 
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The owl and the pussy cat went to sea—but not in a blue and 
white boat made by BIC. 
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Knightcote Model Boat 
Club — 
RNLI Fund Raising Day 

On Saturday the 11th May 2019 the KMBC put on a fund 
raising day for the RNLI. This event in previous years was a 
Life Boat Enthusiasts Society day when only lifeboats were 
allowed on the water. As this years event was a fund raising 
day then this opened the event up to owners of all types of 
boats. 

A general view 
of the lake at 
Knightcote. The 
location looks 
as if it could be 
located in the 
Caribbean.  
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Les’s Thames Barge 
made a nice 
contrast of a 
different vessel 
type. 
 
Despite it being a 
day when any type 
of vessel could sail, 
it was still 
dominated by 
lifeboats. 

This is the official 
Knightcote Model Boat 
Club camera boat—or 
is it a UFO 
(unidentified floating 
object). It could be a 
Martian—it’s the right 
colour. 
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Brixham Harbour and Marina 
 

http://www.camsecure.co.uk/Camsecure3/Brixham_Harbour.html 
 
Key in the above web address and watch live views of the 
boats at Brixham. You even get glimpses of the RNLI. 
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Although, as a Club we attended on both the 25th & 26th 
May, these images are from the  Saturday as the weather 
was rubbish on the Sunday. 

above—Les’s 
Thames barge 
Venta 
 
Right—Dave 
Ried’s lifeboat  
R.N.L.B. H F 
Bailey 
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above—The Solent 
class lifeboat rests in 
the purpose make 
harbour/dock at 
Wicksteed.  
 
left—Nigel’s 
hovercraft and in the 
distance Dennis’s 
Fire launch 

above left—Dave Knowle’s 
yacht 
 
above right—Dave Reid 
lowers his tug into the lake 
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All chilled out watching the boats—we were certainly chilled 
out on the Sunday. 

OUR CLUB OPEN DAY 
Sunday 23rd June  2019 
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EVENTS  2019 

Event Date/Time Other Information 

Club Open Day June 23rd Venue—Earls Barton Pond 

Navy Day at 
Knightcote 

July 7th Attending as a Club. Sailing 
available 

Vosper Day July 21st Incorporating fast patrol boats 
& services craft. Home waters 
other clubs invited.  

Steering Course—
Earls Barton Pond 

August 4th Club event 

Earls Barton Transport 
Show 

August 24th, 
25th & 26th 

Sailing on our own home 
water 

Rushden Goods Shed 
Model Weekend 

September 7th & 
8th 

Club pond in use 

Kettering Vintage 
Rally 

September 21st 
& 22nd 

Static show 

International Model 
Boat Show—Warwick 

November 9th & 
10th 

Two day commitment 
required 

Abbey Pumping 
Station—Christmas 
Toys & steam Day 

8th December Admission Adults £3.50 
Children & Concessions £2.50 
Family £8.00 (Small charge 
for train rides. No on site 
parking available so use the 
National Space Centre Car 

Club Christmas Dinner tba Royal Oak, Cogenhoe 
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Check List for Sailing         by Colin Tarry 
 
It seems its quite a common occurrence, from what I hear at 
pond and event sailings, that things get left at home that are 
required when one sails their boat. Because of this I  thought 
I would share with you what I do before I leave home. I 
have a check list I go through and tick off the items I will or 
possibly will, require. Here is an example I use for the Solent 
class lifeboat. I have a separate check list for each boat. 
There will be some items that are duplicated across the 
check lists, as some times I venture out with one boat and 
on other occasions with two boats etc. 
 
As well as being a check list of items, the list also serves as 
a sailing log. It gives the date of the sailing and the location. 
I also mark by the date with an asterisk if the event is a 
static display only. 

Web site & Facebook 
 

Don’t forget to look at the Club’s web site and 
Facebook accounts for Club information, photos.   
  
Also contribute to these as they are our means of 
advertising the Club’s existence. Facebook items you can 
load your self, but anything for the web site please send to 
Simon at sw.wright50@gmail.com 

 
 

www.ndmbc.co.uk               
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DISCLAIMER 
Any views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual contributors 
and not necessarily those of the Northampton and District Model Boat Club, its 
Officials or Members unless so stated. 

               Club Information 
Club Officers 

Chris  Larsen       (President) 
Andy Harmer         (Chair Person) 
Janet Hubble       (Treasurer) 
Ian Hunter        (Secretary) 
Dennis Hubble       (Scale Boat Secretary) 
Mike Fields       (Multi Racer Secretary) 
Dave Gildon           (Pond Manager) 
Geraint Roberts      (Members Representative) 
Mick Merrison       (Members Representative) 
 
 

Non Executive Club Officers 

Simon Wright (Web Master)  email:  sw.wright50@gmail.com 
 

Colin Tarry    (Newsletter Editor)  email:  wizzo@hymek.net 
 

Web site:   www.ndmbc.co.uk 
  
Club Night:  Alternate Tuesday’s 
Meeting Time: 19:30—21:00 
Venue:    Southfields Community Centre,  
      Farmhill Road, Southfields,  
      Northampton, NN3 5DS 
       
Secretary:   tel:    07788  421370           
email:      use contact form on the web site 
 

 

Club Membership Rates 
 

Club membership runs from January to December or part of the 
calendar year, and ALL expire on the last calendar day of 
December, becoming due for renewal on the first of January.  
Adult membership  £40 per year, Junior membership £15 per 
year.    


